
Sayonara, Edmonton – Konnichiwa, Japan 

 

Through the magic of photography, members found themselves whisked off to 

Japan for a portion of our evening, courtesy of our Member Showcase presenter, 

Vladimir Khlebnikov. Vladimir lived in Japan for some 10 years and while there, 

pursued his interest in photography, capturing many iconic images of that country’s 

beauty and uniqueness. He shared with us the types of cameras that he used – all 

film, since the world had not yet entered the digital age. From a SMENA-8 to a 

FED-3 to a Zenit and finally a Canon EOS 55, Vladimir captured and developed his 

images on film. As such, he had to learn the process of scanning his negatives so 

that they could be presented digitally – a sharp learning curve!! 

Vladimir captured many wonderful images that we traditionally associate with 

Japan:  Mount Fuji, sakura blossoms, torii gates, rice paddies, Shinto shrines. As he 

lived in different parts of the country, he was able to capture the many faces of 

Japan – the bustling metropolis of Tokyo, the pastoral countryside, the enchanting 

forests, the majestic mountains.  

The second half of Vladimir’s presentation focussed on two of the most 

recognizable icons of Japan:  sakura (cherry) blossoms and Mt. Fuji, or Fuji-san. 

Sakura season is well-celebrated, with news coverage of the progress of the 

blossoming as it moves from south to north.  No wonder Vladimir had so many 

delightful images – they’re everywhere!!  

Vladimir was fortunate enough to live very close to Mt. Fuji, and was able to see it 

from his residence, so had the opportunity to witness it through the changing of 

the seasons, including a rare image of the mountain sans snow. One of his 

adventures was to climb Mt. Fuji, which apparently is not as daunting a feat as one 

might think.  It can be accomplished in a day, following one of several routes, and 

stopping at the 10 stations along the way. Vladimir’s images from that trek gave us 

a good glimpse into the variety of views as one makes their way to the top. As we 

have all discovered in our pursuit of landscape photography, one of the great 

challenges is to capture the grandiosity and majesty of a scene, but with his skill 

and his trusty camera, Vladimir appears to have accomplished that.  

Domo arigato, Vladimir, for giving us a reason to put Japan on our travel bucket 

list!! 


