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By Michael Lavoie, IACC Member 
Ian Grant gave a talk at our October 9, 2014 meeting 
on Architectural Photography that many 
photographers gladly would pay to attend. Of course, 
it helps that he has taught at NAIT and is a sought 
after, highly accomplished architectural, commercial 
and industrial photographer.  
His work is in high demand in Alberta and throughout 
North America. He has elevated my expectations of 
what good architectural photography is. 

He emphasized the need to know and fully 
understand 
all your photographic and lighting equipment. It is 
this intimate knowledge that differentiates him from 
many in the market. He is a technical shooter with 
the specific knowledge needed to control perspective 
though the use of tilt shift lenses. Not very many 
shooters I know even own a P/C (perspective 
correcting) lens or even understand how tilt shift is 
used to keep lines from converging. While much of 
what he shared was of a technical nature, his deep 
passion for this photography was front and centre. 

I was impressed by many of the mature insights Ian 
shared with us. I thought it was especially interesting 
that time of day, when shooting interiors, had far-
reaching implications in his photography. Not only 
time of day but also time of year. He suggested there 
are key seasons for shooting interiors and exteriors. 
When shooting interior spaces with lots of glass, he 
suggested, dusk and sunset are prime times for 
capturing the essence of a space because bright sun-
filled windows will overpower a room’s natural 
ambience and built-in lighting setups. 

 

 

 

 

 

The one thing he emphasized over and over was the 
necessity of using a tripod. Some of his indoor shots 
require multiple images to be layered in Photoshop 
to get the desired result. Along with the use of a 
quality tripod, he has mastered the use of 
supplemental strobes blending them with the natural 
light. Every photo he showed us appeared to be a 
single, well-exposed image. 

I think all of us who attended appreciated his 
repeated phrase, “Don’t kick the tripod.” It’s a good 
lesson for us all to learn. Camera position and 
properly applied technique will result in an award-
winning portfolio every time.  
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 OUTING: ARCHITECTURAL INTERIORS: OCTOBER 19, 2014 

By Jacki Currie, IACC Member 

On October 9, 2014 the Club's guest speaker was Ian Grant,  
a commercial photographer who shoots award-winning images 
for some of Canada's leading corporations. Architectural, 
industrial, corporate and landscape photography are among  
his specialties. Ian's presentation was focused mainly on 
architectural interiors and exteriors (see page 14 for article). 

On October 19, 2014, Ian hosted an outing for 25 IACC members 
at McDougall United Church located in downtown Edmonton. 
He began by walking us step-by-step through the process he 
takes in preparing to photograph an interior. He stressed the 
importance of scouting out the space and then proceeded to 
lead us around the Church pointing out which views he found 
the most interesting to photograph from an architectural  
stand point. He explained how to frame a shot using 
foreground, middle ground and background elements.  

He showed us an example of how to use a foreground element 
to block out an unwanted object that interferes with getting  
a good photograph. 

Some other elements to consider while photographing  
interiors are: 

• identify the main source of light 

• pay attention to detail 

• don't be afraid to straighten or rearrange items and  
always leave the space the way you found it 

• use repetition—it shows order 

• try to capture the soul of the space 

• be aware of seasonal themes and avoid or shoot around 
those holidays 

• make the space as large as possible without distortion 

• don't shoot straight on—shoot off-centre a little 

• use lead-in lines 

• check your histogram. 

Ian spent time with each one of us while we were shooting and 
gave us pointers. We are all very appreciative of the invaluable 
information and, not to mention, the valuable time he shared 
with us. Thanks also to Heather for arranging this memorable 
and informative guest speaker and outings leader. 
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