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Nativity Scenes Outing  
by Mufty Mathewson 

O n the snowy Saturday before Christmas, twenty Images members gathered at the West End 

Christian Reformed Church to photograph Nativity Scenes.  

What a visual feast!  There were over 600 different scenes all over the church. We had access to all 

and the variety was amazing. There were life sized figures and tiny miniatures and every size in 

between. There were glass, china, papier-mâché, barn wood, teak wood, and pine wood crèches all 

representing the Christ child at his birth in Bethlehem. Several just had the Virgin with the Child and 

others had a full cast of angels, shepherds with lambs, wise men, kings, cows and donkeys.  

There was a glass case with nativity scenes made of popsicle sticks by the children of the church. 

There were extraordinary crèches such as one of moose figurines of angels, Joseph, Mary and Jesus 

and teddy bears of the same. There were knitted crèches, stone carved crèches, crystal crèches and 

probably lots of others I didnôt see.  

The photographic possibilities were amazing. 

There was no one else there at the time so we 

had all the tripod space we wanted and an 

opportunity to play with the light to capture 

these amazing Nativity scenes.  

Our thanks go to Bill and Dixie Vanden Born for 

making this fabulous Images Outing possible 

and for supplying us with coffee and cookies if 

we needed a break from photographing these 

amazing figures. This was a fantastic special 

Christmas photo shoot and there are twenty of 

us with some remarkable images for our photo 

files.    Nativity Scene by Mufty Mathewson 
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REMINDER: 
Wet/Muddy 
Footwear 

 

You must remove 
wet/muddy footwear 
before coming into 
the hall. If you bring 

a plastic bag for your 
boots and kept them 
under your chair it 
would really ease 
the congestion. 

The Editorôs Foreword 
By Fred Rushworth 

A s Canadians, winter shapes our lives and our photography.  Some choose to embrace winter 

for itôs challenges of light and dark, itôs freeze and thaw cycles, itôs wild storms and serene beauty.  

Others seek their images indoors, where they can  explore their subjects free from frostbite and the 

fickle whims of the weather and shortened daylight hours.  Winter also provides time to renew 

ourselves, learn new techniques and sort through the yearôs photos. 

This monthôs contributors share  with us the past monthôs outings and workshops, provide some 

tips and techniques for shooting and processing our images and tell us about our members, past 

and present.  Thank you all for your submissions. 

I welcome your feedback on our articles and encourage your ideas and submissions of articles and 

photos..  Fred Rushworth   780.461.9315 or imagesalberta@yahoo.ca 

Presidentôs Tips And Tricks - The Hot Shoe Diaries 
By Scott Henderson 

I f youôre interested in portrait photography, like I am, youôre faced with a big choice to make. Do you stick to using available light, possibly supplemented with a reflector, or do you take the big 

step of buying umbrellas, strobes, power packs, stands, etc., so you can create a studio? 

I prefer to shoot portraits outside but available light isnôt always great light. This brings me to my 

topic this month, a great book Iôm reading, The Hot Shoe Diaries by Joe McNally. Joe is a 

professional photographer who has spent his life shooting for companies like Time, Life, Sports 

Illustrated, and National Geographic. He often finds himself being paid to shoot a model, or worse 

yet, a celebrity, in the field, with little time to spend on the effort. Yet he still has to get a top quality 

results.  

How does he do it? Typically, he gets his shots using a single off-camera flash, sometimes with a 

diffuser, sometimes with gels on the flash to add color. In his book, he explains the equipment he 

uses, then provides an analysis of a host of shots with the nitty-gritty technical details on each one. 

For example, in one shoot where sun was gone, so he used a gelled off-camera flash to create a 

burst of warm light which looks just like sunlight in the resulting photo.  

The great thing about The Hot Shoe Diaries is the level of technical detail Joe provides. If you had 

the same equipment, you could reproduce his shots based on the information he provides. He gives 

examples of simple, one-flash shots, then works up to twin and multiflash shots, gelled flash shots, 

etc. This book is an excellent way to learn how the pros create great portraits under extreme 

conditions, and a great way to see the possibilities of outdoor portraiture without a full studio lighting 

kit. 

The Hot Shoe Diaries is fun book to read. Joe has a very informal style of writing, and heôs not afraid 

to get silly to keep it interesting. If youôve ever wanted to create pro-level portraits in the field, itôs a 

great place to start.  

 Snowshoeing at Astonin Lake by Fred Rushworth 

mailto:imagesalberta@yahoo.ca
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CHRISTMAS 
BUREAU 

THANKS 

  

Congratulations to the 
generous members of 

Images Alberta Club.  

$175 was collected at 
our December meeting 
and donated to the 

Christmas Bureau. 

  

Thank you for your 
contribution! 

Where Do You Take Your Winter Photographs?   
 
Member Survey Results 
By Barry Headrick 

 

O ur first survey question was ñWhere do you take your winter photographs?ò.   Members replied with their favorite winter locations.  The locations, in no specific order, are as follows.   
 
Within the city:  

Ø Whitemud creek hiking trail (in the south side of the city),  
Ø the off-leash dog park across from Jackie Parker park in Mill Woods at 50th St. & 44 th 

avenue,  
Ø Hawrelak Park,  
Ø the Edmonton Research Park grounds (east of South Edmonton Common on 23rd avenue),  
Ø on the memberôs own deck and in his back yard, 
Ø in the river valley,  
Ø and at the Legislature building.   
 

Locations outside of the city:  
Ø Carrot Creek,  
Ø the side roads south of Edmonton,  
Ø Refinery Row east of the city (steam clouds),  
Ø Abraham Lake (ice surface of the lake and surrounding areas),   
Ø Driving south along the Icefields Parkway from Jasper to Banff:  Maligne Canyon, 

Athabasca Falls, Sunwapta Falls, Tangle Falls, and Panther Falls are great places to 
capture icicles, snow, and rushing water, all in one image before freeze up in mid- to late-
December.  If you're fortunate, you may also be able to photograph elk, deer and moose 
post-rut.  If it is cold enough, you may be able to photograph ice climbers ascending frozen 
waterfalls on Tangle Falls, Weeping Wall, Polar Circus, Louise Falls, or up some of the 
seepages above the CPR on the north face of Mount Stephen (Field, B.C.).   

Ø Elk Island National Park can be wonderful,  especially after a fresh snowfall.  
 

The most frequent specific subject that was mentioned in the responses was hoar frost on trees and 
other objects.  And there was one ñother responseò:  Are you crazy?  Itôs cold out there so I do all 
of my winter shooting indoors. 
  

New Survey Question 
 
 

Have you purchased any new or used photo equipment from outside of Canada?  Do you 
have any good or bad stories to share with the club?  Send your responses to Barry 

Headrick <barry.headrick@telus.net> 

Christmas At The Legislature 
Article and Photo By Carol Rusinek 

D ecember 19 was a balmy evening, -6C; much more 

comfortable than the previously scheduled -38C 

weekend. The only problem was that everyone in town was 

enjoying the Legislature lights, skating and hot chocolate as 

well, but if you were patient, you were eventually able to 

achieve your shot without too many intrusions. Practice 

zooming and panning and all the people blend into the lights. 

A snow squall passed through and we had 20 minutes of big 

snow flakes falling, so the flashes were put to work to add a 

seasonal foreground to the Christmas lights. As usual, and a 

lovely habit I might add, those of us that were still shooting 

until the bitter end found a coffee shop in which to sit and 

wrap our hands around the warm cup as we discussed ï what 

else ï photography. 



You must be an IACC member to attend Outings. 
Pre-registration is required and occurs at regular club meetings. 
If you have a suggestion for an Outing, please contact Carol Rusinek at 780.434.0456. 
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Saturday 
 

Jan 16 
 

10amð10pm 

Ice on Whyte Festival   
 
Photograph ice sculptures - award ceremonies at 2 pm   
104 St and 85 Ave     Admission $2    
Photo Contest Details  @ http://www.iceonwhyte.ca/ 

Sunday  
 

Jan. 17 
10 am to 5 pm  

Edmonton Ski Club  
 

Photograph ski competitions  
9613 - 96 Ave Edmonton  

Sat & Sun 
 

Feb 20 & 21 
 

8amð9pm  

Silver Skate Festival Saturday/Sunday, All Day/Evening  
 

Location: Hawrelak Park 
Photograph marathon skaters, snow sculptures, ice dancers and much 
more. No admission required. Details @ http://www.silverskatefestival.org/ 

Saturday  
 

Feb  27 
 

9am - 3:45pm 

Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village 
 

Follow Highway 16 east to Ukrainian Village (just east of Elk Island 
National Park). Meet in the main building. Dress warm, this is an all day 
indoor/outdoor shoot. Some buildings are heated, others are not.  
Pre-Registration, Including Small Fee Required At Time of Sign Up. 

Saturday 
Mar 6, 2010 

1pm 

Wetaskiwin Snow Drags  
Snowmobile races  
Location: Reynolds Museum in Wetaskiwin  

ñI am not interested in 

shooting new things - I 

am interested to see 

things new.ò  

 

Ernst Haas (1921ï1986) 

considered a pioneering 

artist in color photography  

Outings 2009 - 2010 
by Carol Rusinek, Outings Chair 

Monthly Competition Themes 2009-2010 

The monthly themes are the same for each of 
the categories (Slide, Digital, Small Print, 
Medium Colour Print, Large Colour Print and 
Monochrome Print). Members may submit up 
to 2 images in each category.   
 
You must be a paid member as of the most 
recent meeting in order to compete.  Prints 
and slides must be registered, and digital 
images  received by 8 p.m. on the Tuesday 
night of the competition week.  Complete 
guidelines for each category, contact phone 
numbers or email addresses are listed on the 
Competitions Page on the IACC website 
(www.imagesab.com). 

JAN 28, 2010 OPEN  

FEB 25 2010 Motion 

MAR 25, 2010 OPEN 

Apr  08, 2010 Wheels 

Apr 22, 2010 Annual Competition & 
Presidentôs  
Challenge Theme 
ñForensicò. 
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Workshops 2009 - 2010 
By Gerry Wirun, Workshops Chair 

Wednesday,  

Jan 13/10, 

 2pm - 6 pm.  

"Winter Photography Field Trip", by Chantal Thorlakson  
Practice Chantal's techniques presented in her Dec. 13/09 workshop in a 
low light winter setting..  Max 15 attendees  
www.nightstockphoto.com   

Saturday,  

Jan 16/10 

  10am - 4pm  

"Lightbox/Flatbed Scanner Photography"  by Jim Ainslie 
Bring a camera and tripod to create stunning images from everyday 
objects using Jim's techniques with these unusual light sources.  
Max 10 attendees 

Sunday,  

Jan. 24/10 

2pm-5pm 

"Pro Secrets of Baby Photography",   

by baby photographer, Vance Perry.  

Learn tips and tricks to produce a great "baby modeling session", and 
create once-in-a-lifetime baby portraits.  Learn about studio style portraits 
on location, lighting , posing, and props.  Bring your camera gear to 

practice with the pro.   Max  6 attendees 

Sunday 

Feb. 07/10 

1pm-4pm 

"Top 5 Photo Editing Tweaks For Landscape Photography"  
by Bob Bittner. 
Learn easy-to-use editing tips and tweaks from a pro.  Take your photos to 

the next level. 

You must be an IACC member to attend Workshops. 
 Pre-registration is required and occurs at regular club meetings.  
If you have a suggestion for a Workshop, please contact Gerry Wirun at 780.456.2717. 

We need workshops on everything from technical to artistic, and  amateur to pro.  If you have any 

questions, comments, feedback, or if you or a friend can host a workshop please call GERRY WIRUN  at 

780.456.2717  or BARRY HEADRICK  at 780.461.4710 

ñThere is only you and 

your camera. The limita-

tions in your photography 

are in yourself, for what 

we see is what we are.ò  

 

Ernst Haas 

By Pat Acheson    
7 PM at Pleasantview Hall unless noted!   (before the meeting)  

Mini Workshops Presentation Schedule 2009/10  

January 14 Gerry Harris  Macro    (Film) 

January 28 Alvin Baragar &  
Leota Cummins 

Flowers (Film) 

February 11 Derald Lobay Wildlife  

February 25 Mufty Mathewson Slideshows 

March 11 Miriam Stanisavljevic Creativity in Photography 
Part 2 

March 25 Carol Rusinek Photo - Travel 

April 8 Club members (Display) Show and Tell  
How you use photos 

 

For Sale  
 
Canon i9900 printer, 8 colour,  max sheet 13òx19ò. New in January,2006, its been a great printer but 
selling to upgrade. The asking price is $250.  Contact Christopher Kingston  at 780.922.0894 or email 
ckingston@albertacom.com   
More Specs @ http://www.canon.ca/pdf/i9900%20fact%20sheet%20ENG%20copy.pdf    OR 

 http://www.canon.ca/english/index-products.asp?lng=en&prodid=603&sgid=20&gid=2&ovr=1&arch=1 

 

http://www.nightstockphoto.com
http://www.canon.ca/pdf/i9900%20fact%20sheet%20ENG%20copy.pdf
http://www.canon.ca/english/index-products.asp?lng=en&prodid=603&sgid=20&gid=2&ovr=1&arch=1
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Program 2009 - 2010 
By Karrie Daly, Program Chair 
 
Doors open at 7:00pm and meetings begin at 8:00pm unless otherwise 
noted.  

Jan 14/10 Guest Speaker: Daryl Benson : òType, Design and Presentationò 
 

Feb 04/10 

Special meeting 
night!   

8p.m. 

NEW for 2009/2010  Meet and Greet IACC Members & SWAP MEET 

Special event  open to IACC Members only! Get to know other members and 
chat about your favourite topic - Photography!  Located at the Pleasantview 
Community Hall.   Swap and Sale of equipment by IACC members. 

Feb 11/10 

 

Guest Speaker: Ryan JacksonðEdmonton Journal  Photographer   
 

Member Showcase: Carol Rusinek ñYellowstone - A Natural Wonderò 

Mar 11/10 Guest Speaker: Greg Harvey : ñPolar Bears and Their  Babiesò 

 

Member Showcase: Rae Emogene ñPhotographic Potpourriò 

Apr 22/10 IACC ANNUAL COMPETITIONS 

PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE:  THEME "FORENSIC" 

May 13/10 Guest Speaker: Gord Heatley (NAIT 2nd year Photography student                        
awarded IMAGES 2009 scholarship) 
Member Showcase: Colette Panaioti ñScotlandò 

May 27/10 

6:30 pm. 

IACC AGM (Annual General Meeting) 
6:30PM Year-end Potluck Dinner 
Annual General Meeting 
Annual Competition Awards 
IACC Group Showcase. 

ñI'm always mentally 

photographing everything 

as practice.ò  

 

Minor White 

Matting Workshop 
By Fred Rushworth 
 

Z byszek Gortel hosted 6 members at his home in early December to teach us the basics of 
matte cutting.  Naturally, you would expect that the first rule would be ñMeasure twice, cut 

once!ò but Zbyszek taught us that it is more important to carefully calculate our opening cut then 
add 0.3mm for safety, measure ACCURATLEY, mark only the back side of the matte and finally, 
cut only with a sharp blade. 
 
Zbyszekôs Logan Compact Matt Cutter and required small items can all be purchased for less 
than $200.  He also shared other cost saving tips like buying the 3M White Micropore tape at the 
pharmacist where a pack of 12 can be purchased for the same cost of 2 rolls at the craft store. 
 
I hope he will run this workshop again next year so more members can gain from his knowledge.   
 

Swap Meet February 4th 

W e have a special meeting night: an extra that has been added - Thursday,  February 4th.  

There will be an opportunity to buy or sell camera hardware, software and photography 

supplies.  If you are selling, please clearly mark you name and price on all items as you do not 

need to stay with your items for sale.  Last year we had 4 tables of cameras, lenses, software 

and picture framing for sale.   

Bring you photos too!   Easels will be set up so we can share some critiques.  As always, coffee, 

tea and hot chocolate are available.  Please, paid members only at this meeting. 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/i-m-always-mentally-photographing-everything-as/346990.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/i-m-always-mentally-photographing-everything-as/346990.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/i-m-always-mentally-photographing-everything-as/346990.html
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ñIt is one thing to 

photograph people. It is 

another to make others 

care about them by 

revealing the core of their 

humanness.ò  

 

Paul Strand  (American 

Photographer, 1890-1976)  

Showing and Glowing 
Award winning members, Shows and Events 
By Fred Rushworth 
 

Rae Emogene and Carol Rusinek have photographs displayed for sale  on the 5th floor of the Grey 

Nuns Hospital (South Hall) until Jan 31, 2010.  Their photographs are  part of  "With a Little Help 

From My Friends: A Collaborative Installation".  All photographs are for sale with 20% of  the sale 

going to aid the Grey Nuns Hospital Foundation.   

Carol Rusinek has 14 of her images  hanging in the OPD (Out Patient Department) waiting room at 

the Grey Nuns Hospital until  April 30th with 20% of any sale going to aid the Grey Nuns Hospital 

Foundation.   

Zbigniew Gortel, Shirley Coulson, Jackie Currie, Ben Chen, Ray Rasmussen, Rae Emogene, 
and Mufty Mathewson have images in the 16 month Devonian Botanic Gardens Calendar   To 
inquire about buying copies please phone 780-987-3054.  
                                                                                                                                                  

ñThen and Nowò exhibit at the Alberta Provincial  Archives, 8555 Roper Road  runs until January 29, 
2010.  21 IACC members selected  images from the archivesô collection and reshot the scene or 
theme showing the cultural and lifestyle changes that have occurred over the decades.  The 
photographers are Zbigniew Gortel, Bonnie McLay, Carol Rusinek, Derald Lobay, Dianne 
Fuson, Fred Rushworth, Gerry Wirun, Karrie Daly, LaVerne Phinney, Lorraine Stephanyshyn, 
Mufty Mathewson, Rae Emogene, Sheila Holzer, Chris Kingston, Marika Smith, Joan Tuckey, 
Tonikka Jackman-Mott, Brian Hudson, Rosalind Hanks, Tina Cho and Genevieve Goggin. 

.  
 Please let me know of your photographic accomplishments so we can share them with our fellow members. 

 

Historian Remembers Larry Louie 
by Mufty Mathewson  

L arry Louie has an amazing group of photographs hanging presently at the Royal Alberta Museum 

at 12845 - 102 Avenue. They are ñHaunting images of threatened culturesò according to Janice 

Ryan of the Edmonton Journal, Friday January 8th, 2010, who gives his work a full half page 

coverage. As well, Larry shows his work at his own gallery at 10634 - 124th Street which is with his 

Optometry business,  

Larry Louie was a member of Images Camera Club from 1988 until about 1993 or 1994. He joined 

when he came back to Edmonton after getting his degree in Optometry. I remember that he 

competed with intense and thought provoking photographs of people of a calibre we had not seen 

before. He won many of the competitions with those images. When asked what he enjoyed about 

being a member of Images, he replied the big benefit of the club was in the friendships he made, e.g. 

with Daryl Benson, and myself, (that was nice to hear!)   

When I asked him what advice he would give to new members of the club, he said, ñLearn all you can 

about the different aspects of photography and SHOOT, SHOOT SHOOT.ò  

Good advice from a former member.  So present member, go have a look at his exquisite work at the 

Museum and his gallery and then do what he suggests. SHOOT, SHOOT, SHOOT.   

Wanted  

Tripod with a centre column that can be mounted  in both vertical and horizontal positions.  Must be 

capable of supporting my Canon XTI and long lenses but light enough to carry on day hikes.  Contact 

Fred Rushworth at  imagesalberta at  yahoo.ca. 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/it_is_one_thing_to_photograph_people-it_is/218829.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/it_is_one_thing_to_photograph_people-it_is/218829.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/it_is_one_thing_to_photograph_people-it_is/218829.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/it_is_one_thing_to_photograph_people-it_is/218829.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/it_is_one_thing_to_photograph_people-it_is/218829.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/it_is_one_thing_to_photograph_people-it_is/218829.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotes/paul_strand/
http://thinkexist.com/nationality/american_authors/
http://thinkexist.com/occupation/famous_photographers/
http://thinkexist.com/birthday/october_16/
http://thinkexist.com/birthday/march_31/
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ñPhotographers deal in 

things which are con-

tinually vanishing and 

when they have van-

ished there is no con-

trivance on earth which 

can make them come 

back again.ò   

 

Henri Cartier-Bresson  

(1908-2004) 

 

Northern Lights Art & Photography Contest 
By Fred Rushworth 
 
Capture the Northern Lights on your camera to win a camera equipment package. ISSET has 
launched its first Art and Photography contest to celebrate the Northern Lights.   The Institute for 
Space Science, Exploration and Technology (ISSET) is a University of Alberta institute which 
embraces a variety of scientific and engineering disciplines related to the exploration of space. The 

Division 1 (age 17 & under) prize is valued at $250 and the Division 2 (age 18 & over) prize is 
valued at $500. 

Photos must be taken within 12 calendar months of contest closing and submitted as 8 1/2ò x 11ò or 

smaller print. Minor burning, dodging and/or color correction is acceptable. Hand tinting is 

acceptable, as is cropping. Fish-eye lenses are acceptable. High dynamic range images (HDR) and 

stitched panoramas are acceptable only if the combined parts are all made around the same time. 

Details at http://www.isset.ualberta.ca/contest/ 

Night Sky Photography  
By Calvin Binnema 

A bout 10 years ago, I took up a modest interest in astronomy in order to make something of the 
long winter nights I hated so much.  I learned to identify and locate the major constellations, 

brightest stars, and naked-eye planets.  Sometimes I used binoculars to look for a faint comet or 
Jupiter's Galilean moons.  Occasionally, I hauled out my camera to capture various astronomical 
sights and events: Northern Lights, the moon, stars/constellations, planetary conjunctions and 
occultations, and lunar eclipses. 
 
Northern Lights have razzle-dazzle and the full moon creates mood, but my favourite subject matter 
for night-sky shots is planetary conjunctions.  The simple lines and relationships satisfy my minimalist 
tendencies.  The content of each shot provides a date-stamp as to when it was taken since each 
conjunction is unique.  Finally, conjunctions are predictable, lasting  anywhere from a few days to 
more than a month so you can prepare for them.   
 
For a recent shoot, I got best results at low ISO, f6.3, shutter speeds from 2 to 5 seconds in twilight 
skies using a medium zoom.  If the exposure time gets too long the planets become streaks of light 
instead of dots.  My challenge is turning these pleasing documentary shots of interesting planetary 
arrangements into beautiful artistic celestial views using foregrounds that enhance the composition. 
 
As with all photography, it is important to know your subject.  The planets wander, reverse direction, 
and cross each other's paths against the backdrop of the more distant "unmoving" constellations.  As 
they wander, they also align with stars that are near the ecliptic (plane of the solar system), some of 
which match the planets' brightness.   
 
The next planetary conjunction is a triple: Venus, Saturn, and Mars in July/August 2010.  It will be very 
low in the evening twilight, due west.  Anyone have a good suggestion for a location with a low 
western horizon and an interesting foreground? 

For Northern Lights visit www.spaceweather.com 
to view many galleries of the auroras including 
technical details; this site also alerts you to when 
the auroras are more likely to occur.   
 
For the full moon, Chantal Thorlakson (night 
photographer) recommends f8 for 1/25 second at 
ISO 200.  But always bracket and experiment to 
find what works for you.  
http://www.nightstockphoto.com/ 
 
 
www.skyviewcafe.com - allows you to graphically 
simulate the view of your horizon at any time or 
place, and has many other features. 
 
Aurorawatch.ca provides real time tracking of 
aurora probability in the Edmonton area and can 
send you email alerts. 

Photo by Calvin Binnema 

http://www.isset.ualberta.ca/contest/
http://www.spaceweather.com
http://www.nightstockphoto.com/
http://www.skyviewcafe.com
http://www.aurorawatch.ca
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Zbyszekôs Favorite Photoshop Tricks (Part 1) 
By Zbyszek Gortel 
 
I have been using  Photoshop for almost 5 years and I have collected a set of favorite tools which I 
would like to share with IACC members, a couple or so every month.  I am not a Photoshop expert and  I 
have found the  learning curve  to be quite steep. I have found that the best tools or tricks for me are 
those which are easily remembered or which I record as Photoshop Actions to be applied whenever 
needed by one mouse click.  
 
I use Mac so whenever I indicate the ñCommandò (Cmd) key the PC users should  use ñCtrò.  The tests 
have been done on Photoshop CS4 so not everything may work with earlier versions. Here is this 
monthôs batch. 
 

Luminosity mask  (after www.photoshopessentials.com/photo-editing) 

 
 I usually try this as the first step if I feel that the image needs more contrast and brighter highlights.  I 
assume that the opened image has one Background layer. It is worthwhile to have the Channels Palette 
separated from the Layers Palette so both are visible all the time. 
 
1)  Create a selection based on luminosity. 
 

Cmd + (Click on the RGB Channel in the Channels Palette). 
 

The marching ants on your image are a poor representation of that what was selected. Rather, look at 
the histogram and you will see it is pushed to the right, indicating that the darkest portions of the image 
are not selected. In fact, Whites are selected 100%, Blacks are not selected at all, and the Intermediate 
tones are selected with an intermediate opacity.  Note: This step might not work as described on versions earlier than 

CS3 (please, test it and let me know if you use earlier versions of the program). Scott Kelby in his book The Photoshop CS Book 

For Digital Photographers reveals this keyboard shortcut,  press Alt + Cmd + ~   (the ñtildeò key above Tab key ï in effect one 

must also press the Shift key at the same time). This, however, does not work with CS4 but I recall that it did work with CS. 

2)  Create a new layer from the selected area. 
  
      Cmd + J (after making sure that the Background layer is selected). 
 
The marching ants disappear. The histogram returns to the original one the image looks exactly like it did 
originally. It is worthwhile to rename the new layer to ñLuminosity maskò or something similar.  It is very 
instructive to turn off the visibility of the Background layer to see what actually was selected in Step 1. 
Turn the visibility back on before continuing. 
 
3) Change the mode of the new layer to ñOverlayò or to ñSoft Lightò  from the drop down window. 
 
The effect is stronger with ñOverlayò so do both and then use the History Palette to toggle between both 
choices to see which one is better.  
 
4) Examine the image.   
The highlights get boosted and the image gains contrast. If the effect is too strong (the highlights are 
dangerously close to being washed out) then reduce the transparency of the ñLuminosity maskò layer. 
 
If you find that the result is still too strong (i.e. when the original image did not need a strong contrast 
boost) you may follow the Step 1 (i.e. before you do Step 2) with the following:  
 
      1a.    Shift + Cmd + (Click on the RGB Channel in the Channels Palette). 
 
 This step intersects the RGB Channel with the selection made in Step 1.  The selection ñshrinksò as 
indicated by marching ants. This is also seen in the histogram which is now ñpushedò even more to the 
right than it was after the Step 1. 
Note: Similarly like a Step 1 this one must be tested on versions earlier than CS3. Here, I do not even have a suggestion for 

a possible replacement. Any suggestions? 

 

      1b.    Continue with Step 2. 
 
I have created two Photoshop Actions, ñLuminosity mask v. 1ò and ñLuminosity mask v. 2ò.  The  latter 
contains Step 1a, the former does not. In each Action I recorded changing the layer mode in Step 3 to 
Overlay first and to Soft Light immediately after to allow (using History Palette) for a quick comparison 
the effects these two modes have on the image.  Note that the above procedure assumes that the layer 
selected when the Step 1 is performed is a Background layer or a layer containing the entire image (not 
an Adjustment Layer). If your image contains Adjustment Layers above the Background Layer you 
should perform the ñStamp Visibleò trick described next month. 
 

ñDodging and burning are 

steps to take care of mis-

takes God made in estab-

lishing tonal relationships.ò  

 

Ansel Adams  



Humphrey Lloyd Hime (1833-1903) 
Humphrey Lloyd Hime is noted as a pioneer photographer on the Canadian prairies. 

H ime was hired as the photographer and as one of the surveyors on the Canadian governmentôs 
1858 "Assiniboine and Saskatchewan Exploring Expedition" .  This is the first documented case of 

the Canadian government using a photographer on such an expedition.  Customarily, people skilled 

as illustrators or artists were hired to create maps and sketches of the newly surveyed areas to 

accompany the survey documents.  Expedition leader, Henry Youle Hind, wished to explore the use 

of the relatively new field of photography as he felt that ñphotography could provide a most accurate 

and faithful record of places and thingsò.   

The process of the day was glass emulsion plates that had to be prepared and developed onsite 

soon after being exposed in the camera.  Hime would have packed his glass plates, chemicals, 

camera and dark tent into canoes and dog carts or red river carts for the long journey. These items 

were usually packed in fitted leather or wooden cases lined with green baize. On longer photographic 

journeys a water keg or two would be included as part of the photographer's baggage.  

Exposures for wet-plates were relatively long. For example: thirty seconds for a distant view with sky 

and water, three minutes for a near view well lighted, six to ten minutes for interior views and six to 

ten minutes for forest scenery with light from above.  To use the dark tent, he would have to put the 

top part of his body through the opening and have the cord tied tightly around his waist, to seal out 

any light, while his arms and upper part of his body remained free to move about within the tent to 

prepare his plates with the emulsion before exposing or to develop the image after the plate had 

been exposed in his camera.     

Because of the time required to prepare, photograph and process the exposed plates, Hime only had 

opportunity to take his photographs during days when the expedition was stopped in a place for more 

than a few hours.   

Hime took at least three dozen photographs at Red River. Most were taken on clear bright days, 

probably in September and early October as he wandered between the Lower Fort, the Middle and 

Upper Settlements, and along the banks of the Red and Assiniboine. Thirty-five of these photographs 

have survived. They are superb images, revealing not only the skill of the photographer in 

processing, but his mastery of composition and inventiveness in making use of external settings for 

portraits.  Many more of his plates were lost during their travels or damaged by incidents like carts 

overturning during river crossings . 

Himeôs photographs were published in England and Henry Youle Hind, the expedition leader, 

exhibited them as part of his tour of the expeditions findings. As an employee of the government, 

Hime never profited from these photographs.  Hime would leave photography and surveying within a 

few years after the expedition.  He later moved into mining, business, and eventually became 

president of the Toronto Stock Exchange.   There is no further record any other photographic work in 

his life.  

Letitia, a Cree Halfbreed [original title] 

1858, by Humphrey Lloyd Hime 
 

This photograph was one of five portraits grouped by Hime 

under the heading "Native Races." The woman's reclining 

pose was not simply an artistic composition; it had functional 

origins as well. The slow exposure time of the wet-plate 

camera used by Hime required a sitter to hold a pose for 

several seconds. When indoors, photographers used special 

stands, waist clamps, head rests, chair arms, and table tops to 

keep a person rigid for the duration of the exposure. Higher 

light levels outdoors reduced the exposure time; however, the 

sitter was still required to keep a relaxed pose where head, 

hands, and body remained motionless. Page 10 
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When photography 

was invented it was 

thought to be an 

equivalent to truth, it 

was truth with a capital 

"T".  

 

Vic ki  Goldbe rgð

author: The Power of 

Photography: How 

Photographs Changed 

Our Lives  

Image and itôs description: Library and Archives Canada  
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Competition Results ðDecember 2009 :  Games... 

 

Digital: 

1 - Slinky Tunnel, Suzanne Goss 
2 - Jack of Spades Flips Out, Calvin Binnema 
3 - Playing Tag, Sieg Koslowski 
  

Slide: 

1 - We Have Lift-Off, William Vanden Born 
2 - Hide and Seek, Sieg Koslowski 
3 - Highland Games, Sieg Koslowski    
 
  

Small: 

1 - Mahjong, Rae Emogene 
2 - Playing in the Rain, Sieg Koslowski 
3 - Black Knight, Miriam Stanisavljevic 

Medium: 

1 - I Could Never Solve the Cube, David Aldana 
2 - Small Soldiers, Suzanne Goss 
3 - Kasparov vs. Karpov, Sheila Holzer 
  

Large: 

1 - Black Sheep, Mary Wagner 
2 - Ace of Hearts, David Aldana 
3 - On Target!, David Aldana 
3 - Games Other Than Sports, Rae Emogene 
  

Monochrome: 

1 - Playful in Naples, Zbigniew Gortel 
2 - Water Chess, David Aldana 
2 - Checkmate!, Calvin Binnema 
3 - Rock Paper Scissors, Sheila Holzer 

Kasparov vs. Karpov 1990 by Sheila Holzer 

Jack of Spades Flips Out By Calvin Binnema 

Checkmate!,By Calvin Binnema 

Playful In Naples by Zbigniew Gortel 
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We Have Lift-Off by William Vanden Born 

Slinky by Suzanne Goss 

Small Soldiers by Suzanne Goss 

I Could Never Solve The Cube by David Aldana 

Water Chess by David Aldana 

Rock-Paper-Scissors by Sheila Holzer Games Other Than Sports by Rae Emogene 

Competition Results ðDecember 2009 :  Games... 


