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Photography is like a grown up version of being a kid at  
Christmas...   
By Karrie Daly 

The toys and gadgets one can add to their arsenal in pursuit of taking and or making great 

photographs are ever increasing.  Oct. 8, Shawn Simpson, the 

manager from Don's Photo west store, treated us to a presentation 

of some of these  gadgets.  From the new Canon 7D body, the 

Nikon 70-200 lens, geo caching and GPS devices, TTL flash 

mechanisms and an array of other items.  It was a very educational 

and informative presentation and  many questions were asked and 

answered.   

With technology advancing at break neck speed, the tenets of pho-

tography will remain the same.... capturing and developing memo-

rable or unique moments, but the modes in which we do so will ever 

be changing.  Whether you are a novice or professional check out 

Don's Photo west where Shawn and his staff will be pleased to help 

you out....  that stocking season isn't so far away! 
Photo by Fred Rushworth 

We Remember? 

Photos by Richard Perron 

By Richard Perron 

Is one day of Remembrance 
enough to honour our fallen service 
men and women?  Their sacrifices 
shaped this country into what we 
now call Canada. 
 
How is it that History lessons taught 
in school and the battlefield are re-
membered only one day a year and 
only by a few? 



Page 2 

November  2009 

Volume 34 - 03 

IMAGES ALBERTA 

CAMERA CLUB 

Edmonton, Alberta     

REMINDER: 
Wet/Muddy 
Footwear 

 

You must remove 
wet/muddy footwear 
before coming into 
the hall. If you bring 

a plastic bag for your 
boots and kept them 
under your chair it 
would really ease 
the congestion. 

Monthly Competition Themes 2009-2010 

The monthly themes are the same for each of the categories (Slide, Digital, Small Print, 
Medium Colour Print, Large Colour Print and Monochrome Print). Members may submit up 
to 2 images in each category.   
 
You must have be a paid member to compete as of the most recent regular meeting.  Prints, 
slides must be pre-registered and digital images  received by 8 p.m. on the Tuesday night of 
the completion week.  Complete guidelines for each category, contact phone number or 
email addresses are listed on the Competitions Page on the IACC website 
(www.imagesab.com. 

OPEN  OPEN  NOV 26, 2009  MAR 25, 2010 

Games: Other Than 

Sports 

Wheels DEC 10, 2009 Apr  08, 2010 

OPEN  Annual Competition & 
Presidentôs Challenge 
Theme ñForensicò. 

JAN 28, 2010 Apr 22, 2010 

Motion  FEB 25 2010  

Clifford E. Lee Outing 
By Calvin Binnema  

On October 24, under a cloudless sky and calm conditions IACC members began arriving at 
the Clifford E. Lee Nature Sanctuary for our scheduled photographic outing.   About 18 
members were expected, but by 8:15 still only 8 had arrived.  Late-comers brought our total 
to 10.   
 
The morning was to be one of changing conditions which challenged our collective creativ-
ity.  Pre-dawn skies revealed brilliant Venus to the east while other planets from the recent 
planetary conjunction were no longer visible.  Our  cameras were kept at bay until the sun 
rose, providing backlight and sidelight onto frost-fringed foliage.  Most of us were crowded in 
one area at the start to take advantage of this short-lived situation.  Frost melted, the clouds 
gathered, and photographers scattered to other areas for more macro work featuring col-
oured leaves, plant stalks and interesting patterns in the trees.   
 
 The rising wind made macro increasingly difficult, but gave opportunity to using slower 
shutter speeds to allow the wind to paint our pixel canvases with larch branches or rose 
hips.  Fast moving cumulus clouds made for intriguing wide-angle shots that included a lot 

of sky.  The sky shots became less in-
teresting when it became overcast, but 
the flat lighting allowed for attempts to 
play with subtle variations in colour, 
texture, and light.  By noon, most par-
ticipants had met their goals, or needed 
to move on to other activities in their 
day. 
 
The outing also provided opportunities 
for more experienced members to pass 
on technical and artistic tips to novice 
photographers.  As always, thanks to 
Carol for organizing this outing and for 
inspiring the rest of us to make this an 
enjoyable event.  

Photo courtesy Calvin Binnema 
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Hawrelak Park Mentor Shoot  
By Vincent Eyben 

 
A golden opportunity on a Sunday afternoon ï this is what happens when mentors decide to 
share their skill, creativity, expertise, and enthusiasm with fellow IACC members. The ñField Ba-
sic Mentor Shootò took place at Hawrelak Park on a relatively bright day that had the portraiture 
people seeking perfect shade.  Ample time was given during the afternoon for participants in 
wildlife, scenic/landscape, and ñpeopleò sessions to seek out information from skilled mentors.  
 
I was involved in the portrait shoot led by Barry Headrick.  It was such an informative and practi-
cal few hours.  Barry provided an excellent overview of outdoor portraiture and the basic field 
equipment required to make the best of every 
photographic situation. Our group was very 
fortunate to have a number of mentors.  As a 
result, information was readily available and 
the educational facet of the session greatly 
enhanced. 
 
Mentors in every group were informative, 
thoughtful and encouraging; a clear indication 
that they are truly wild about capturing im-
ages.   
 
 A huge thank-you to our mentors and organ-
izers! 

Hawrelak Park Mentor Shoot  
By Melanie Cassey 

 
WOW, my first outing with IACC, and to be quite honest I was a little nervous.  I had attended a 
couple of meetings, but this was different. I wasnôt sure what to bring.  Should I bring all my 
lenses? Should I bring a tripod?  I didnôt know anyone, and what if I asked a completely ridicu-
lous question.   All my worries were soon forgotten. The weather was beautiful, 7°C, some 
clouds and the sun was shining. We met at the pavilion, 20 enthusiastic people, eager to take 
photographs and ready to pick our mentorsô brains. Quickly I realized I wasnôt alone. There 
were lots of first-timers there just like me.  
 
 After introductions to our mentors and topics,  we divided into two groups.  One group focused 
on Portraiture, and the other Nature and Birds.  Iôm not too big on birds but I thought I would 
give them a try.  Turns out that birds can be quite interesting and rewarding subjects to photo-
graph.  Within minutes all of my initial nervousness had faded and I was bombarding Chantel, 
Dawne, and Shirley with all sorts of questions.  ñWhat is this light flashing for?ô, Why will my 
focus lights only light up on the right side of the screen?ò  ñWhat can I do for this lighting situa-

tion?ò   In the end it turned out that many 
of us had lots of similar questions.  So to 
answer my own question there were no 
ridiculous questions.   
 
If you are new to the club, and photogra-
phy, like me, then take advantage of these 
excellent workshops. I received expert an-
swers to many of those nagging questions 
and I got to take some really great pictures 
with some really great people!  
 
Thank you to all the mentors.  What a 
great experience. By the way, I brought my 
tripod, my lenses and a thermos of coffee 
and made good use of them all.  Photo courtesy Melanie Cassey 

Photo Courtesy Vincent Eyben 

ñWhat use is having a 

great depth of field, if 

there is not an ade-

quate depth of feel-

ing?ò  

W Eugene Smith  



Outings 2009 - 2010  

You must be an IACC member to attend Outings. 
Pre-registration is required and occurs at regular club meetings. 
If you have a suggestion for an Outing, please contact Carol Rusinek at 780.434.0456. 
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CANCELLED Walk through Bright Nights in Hawrelak Park  
 

The Bright Nights exhibit has been cancelled . 

Saturday  
 

Nov 14, 2009 
 

1 pm to 6pm  

Christmas On The Square 
Downtown Edmonton at Churchill Square. Shop at the vendors from the 104 
Street City Market and then photograph the lighting of the giant Christmas 
tree and fireworks.  The new Art Gallery is also suppose to have a lighting 
display  

Saturday  
 

Nov 28, 2009 
 

9 am.  

Salisbury Greenhouse 
Photograph in the showroom and greenhouse. Coffee, muffins and cookies 
onsite for purchase. Take Wye Road to Sherwood Park. Turn right at Range 
Road 232. Greenhouse is located at 52337. 
Pre-registration necessary - maximum 15 participants.  
 

Saturday 
 

Dec 12, 2009 
 

7 pm. 

Legislature Christmas Lights  
 

This is a family outing. Dress warm. There is usually hot chocolate available 
inside to warm you.  

Saturday 
 

Dec 19, 2009 
 

Time TBA 

West End Christian Reformed Church  
 

Photograph over 500 nativity scenes. 10015 - 149 Street, Edmonton 
Pre-registration necessary - maximum 20 participants. 

Saturday 
 

Jan 16, 2010 
 

10amð10pm 

Ice on Whyte Festival   
 
Photograph ice sculptures - award ceremonies at 2 pm   
104 St and 85 Ave     Admission $2    
Photo Contest Details  @ http://www.iceonwhyte.ca/ 

Sunday  
 

Jan. 17, 2010 
10 am to 5 pm  

Edmonton Ski Club  
 

Photograph ski competitions  
9613 - 96 Ave Edmonton  

CANCELLED Underground LRT Stations -  
CANCELLEDðPHOTOGRAPHY NOT PERMITTED IN EDMONTON LRT 
STATIONS 

Sat & Sun 
 

Feb 20 & 21 
 

8amð9pm  

Silver Skate Festival Saturday/Sunday, All Day/Evening  
 

Location: Hawrelak Park 
Photograph marathon skaters, snow sculptures, ice dancers and much more. 
No admission required. Details @ http://www.silverskatefestival.org/ 

Saturday  
 

Feb  27 
 

9am - 3:45pm 

Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village 
 

Follow Highway 16 east to Ukrainian Village (just east of Elk Island National 
Park). Meet in the main building. Dress warm, this is an all day indoor/outdoor 
shoot. Some buildings are heated, others are not.  
Pre-Registration, Including Small Fee Required At Time of Sign Up. 

Saturday 
Mar 6, 2010 

1pm 

Wetaskiwin Snow Drags  
Snowmobile races  
Location: Reynolds Museum in Wetaskiwin  

 

ñAvailable light is 

any damn light that 

is available!ò 

 W Eugene Smith  
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Workshops 2009 - 2010 
 by Gerry Wirun, Workshops Chair 

Sunday 

Nov. 29th/09 

1pm.ð3pm. 

Story booking With Photography by Kristi Hammond:  
 

An online demonstration on creating storybooks/albums. Bring a laptop 
and work with your own images. 
Max: 18 participants 

Saturday 

Dec 5th/09 

7pm.ð10pm. 

Hands-On Matte Cutting by Zbigniew W. Gortel:  

Learn matte cutting and tips on choosing materials/equipment. Bring one 
image to work with (no larger than 8 x 10). 
Max: 7 participants 

Wednesday, 

 Dec. 9th/09  

 7pm. - 9 pm. 

 

 "Low Light and Night Winter Photography",   
 
Hosted by Chantal Thorlakson, this will be a classroom style presentation 
by an accredited PPOC Professional photographer.  Max. 15 attendance.  
www.nightstockphoto.com   

Wednesday,  

Jan 13/10, 

 2pm - 6 pm.  

"Winter Photography Field Trip", by Chantal Thorlakson  
Practice Chantal's techniques presented in her Dec. 13/09 workshop in a 
low light winter setting..  Max 15 attendees  
www.nightstockphoto.com   

Sunday,  

Jan. 24/10 

2pm-5pm 

"Pro Secrets of Baby Photography",   

by baby photographer, Vance Perry.  

Learn tips and tricks to produce a great "baby modeling session", and 
create once-in-a-lifetime baby portraits.  Learn about studio style portraits 
on location, lighting , posing, and props.  Bring your camera gear to 

practice with the pro.   Max  6 attendees 

You must be an IACC member to attend Workshops. Pre-registration is 
required and occurs at regular club meetings. If you have a suggestion 
for a Workshop, please contact Gerry Wirun at 780.456.2717. 

We need workshops on everything from technical to artistic, and  amateur to pro.  If you have any 

questions, comments, feedback, or if you or a friend can host a workshop please call GERRY WIRUN  at 

780-456-2717  or BARRY HEADRICK  at 780-461-4710 

 

By Pat Acheson    
7 PM at Pleasantview Hall unless noted!   (before the meeting)  

Mini Workshops Presentation Schedule 2009/10  

November 12 Barry Headrick Photo Journalism 

November 26 David Clayton Sports 

January 14 Gerry Harris (film) Macro 

January 28 Alvin Baragar &  
Leota Cummins 

Flowers (Film) 

February 11 Derald Lobay Wildlife  

February 25 Mufty Mathewson Slideshows 

March 11 Miriam Stanisavljevic Creativity in Photography 
Part 2 

March 25 Carol Rusinek Photo - Travel 

April 8 Club members (Display) Show and Tell  
How you use photos 

ñI would that my pho-

tographs might be, 

not the coverage of a 

news event, but an 

indictment of war ï 

the brutal corrupting 

viciousness of its do-

ing to the minds and 

bodies of men; and, 

that my photographs 

might be a powerful 

emotional catalyst to 

the reasoning which 

would help this vile 

and criminal stupidity 

f r o m b e g i n n i n g 

again.ò 

 - W. Eugene Smith - 

of photographs during 

involvement in World 

War II, An Aperture 

Monograph  

http://www.nightstockphoto.com
http://www.nightstockphoto.com
http://www.photoquotes.com/showquotes.aspx?id=53&name=Smith,W.
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Program 2009 - 2010 
 by Karrie Daly, Program Chair 
 
Doors open at 7:15pm and meetings begin at 8:00pm unless otherwise 
noted.  

Nov 12/09 

 

Guest Speaker: Mark & Leslie Degner  ñStock Photographyò 
 
Check out Leslieôs showcase profile in the current  Fall/Winter ñOUTDOOR 
PHOTOGRAPHY CANADAò magazine. 
 
Member Showcase: Bob Bittner 

Dec 10,/09 CHRISTMAS SOCIAL EVENING: 
Bring a treat to share during the coffee break. No guest speaker or showcase as 
this is a competition night. 

Jan 14/10 Guest Speaker: Daryl Benson 
 

Member Showcase: TBA 

Feb 04/10 

Special meeting 
night! 

NEW for 2009/2010  Meet and Greet IACC Members & SWAP MEET 

Special event only open to IACC Members. Get to know other members and 
chat about your favourite topic - Photography! Located at the Pleasantview 
Community Hall.   Swap and Sale of equipment by IACC members. 

Feb 11/10 

 

Guest Speaker: TBA 
 

Member Showcase: Carol Rusinek 

Mar 11/10 Guest Speaker: Greg Harvey ñWildlife Theme 

 

Member Showcase: Rae Emogene ñPhotographic Potpourriò 

Apr 22/10 IACC ANNUAL COMPETITIONS 

PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE:  THEME "FORENSIC" 

May 13/10 Guest Speaker: TBA 
 
IACC Group Showcase. 

May 27/10 

6:30 pm. 

IACC AGM (Annual General Meeting) 
6:30PM Year-end Potluck Dinner 
Annual General Meeting 
Annual Competition Awards 

 

Commitment: 
 
At recent outings and workshops, members and presenters have waited patiently for people who have 

signed up for the event but never showed up.  In one case, less than a third of those that  had signed up 

actually attended.  Some of these events were booked at full capacity  and  others members could not 

attend because the maximum participants were registered. If your plans change, please notify the work-

shop or outing coordinator as soon as possible so others may attend and  people are not standing in 

parking lots instead of shooting.      

ñUp to and including 

the moment of expo-

sure, the photogra-

pher is working in an 

undeniably subjec-

tive way. By his 

choice of technical 

approach, by the 

selection of the sub-

ject matter...and by 

his decision as to 

the exact cinematic 

instant of exposure, 

he is blending the 

variables of interpre-

tation into an emo-

tional whole.ò 

 - W. Eugene Smith, 

Time-Life - Photog-

raphers on Photog-

raphy 

http://www.photoquotes.com/showquotes.aspx?id=53&name=Smith,W.
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Showing and Glowing 
Award winning members, Shows and Events 
By Fred Rushworth 
 

O ur congratulations to the following IACC members for their recent published images: 
Chris Kingston ï ñEdmonton Vibrationsò ï winner of PhotoLife magazine Urban 

Abstract Showtime competition, published October/November 2009 
Laura Eccleston ï ñArrival of Snow Geeseò ï honorable mention published in Fall 

Winter 2009 Outdoor Photography Canada magazine/Spring Photo Contest. 
 
Jim Gaa is part of a 3-person show titled  "Surroundings" at  the Visual Arts Alberta Asso-
ciation located at 10215 112 St. (on the 3rd floor of the Harcourt House building).   Jimôs 
part is "Street Art" , featuring mostly painted signs and graffiti.  The show runs from Nov. 
26 to Dec. 19, with an opening on Nov.26 from 7:00-9:30pm.  
 
"With a Little Help From My Friends: A Collaborative Installation" features 6 artists and 
photographers displaying over 30 works: David Baine, Richard Wear, Molly Lim, Rae 
Emogene, Carol Rusinek and Marc Cherniwchan.  David, Richard and Marc have all  

been guest presenters and judges at recent IACC events.  Image subject matter is quite 
varied with wildlife, landscape, abstract/textural, and examples of themed portraiture and 
one light painting are included.  Sizes of individual images vary to over 7 feet in length.  
The exhibit, on the 5th floor of the Grey Nuns Hospital (South Hall),  runs Oct 1, 2009 to 
Jan 31, 2010.  This exhibit is organized by Marc Cherniwchan and he would love to receive 
your comments at  mcherniwchan@shaw.ca. 
 

 
From behind the view finder to the podium, IACC member  Wendy 
Mathewson has just returned from the Worldôs Masterôs Games in Syd-
ney Australia with 3 gold medals for her performance in the pool.    
Wendy swims as a SWAD (swimmer with a disability).  Wendy often 
uses photography to help her with her communication difficulties, 
ñshowingò what she is trying to convey rather than ñtellingò as do many 
people in the brain injury community here in  Edmonton. 
                                                                                                                                                 
      
Out in the community, Carol Rusinek, Mufty Mathewson and Colette Panaioti will be 
presenting an  evening called ñTaking Great Photosò at the Riverbend Branch of the Ed-
monton Public Library on Tuesday November 17th  2009 at 7 PM.  The word is that it is fill-
ing up fast  so if you are interested in seeing how these three club members put on a pro-
gram, sign up quickly.  
 
ñThen and Nowò exhibit at the Alberta Provincial  Ar-
chives, 8555 Roper Road opened November 5 and 
runs until January 29, 2010.  21 IACC members se-
lected  images from the archivesô collection and reshot 
the scene or theme showing the cultural and lifestyle 
changes that have occurred over the decades.   
 
Kudos for your vision and interpretation to Zibignew 
Gortel, Bonnie McLay, Carol Rusinek, Derald Lobay, 
Dianne Fuson, Fred Rushworth, Gerry Wirun, Karrie 
Daly, LaVerne Phinney, Lorraine Stephanyshyn, Mufty 
Mathewson, Rae Emogene, Sheila Holzer, Chris Kingston, Marika Smith, Joan Tuckey, 
Tonikka Jackman-Mott, Brian Hudson, Rosalind Hanks, Tina Cho and Genevieve Goggin. 
 
A special thanks to the Provincial Archives, Jessica King for her time organizing this with 
us and the other staff members for the professional presentation of our prints and for the 
opportunity to share them with the community.  We are in your debt! 
 

Please let me know of your photographic accomplishments so we can share them with our fellow members. 

Photo courtesy Carol Rusinek 

Photo courtesy Mufty Mathewson 

ñThe world just does 

not fit conveniently into 

the format of a 35mm 

camera.ò  

W. Eugene Smith  

http://www.photoquotes.com/showquotes.aspx?id=53&name=Smith,W.


Presidentôs Message (Tip) ï  How to use Histograms 
By Scott Henderson 
 

A fter giving my tips and tricks presentation last month, I had a few people ask me about 
how to use image histograms. Given the importance of these tools, Iôm dedicating my Presi-
dentôs Message this month to histograms. 
 
An image histogram is basically a bar chart with vertical bars except the bars are so thin you 
canôt see them individually. Each vertical bar counts how many pixels in your image have a 
certain tone. A bar on the very left side of the histogram counts how many pure black pixels 
your image contains. A bar on the very right side counts how many pure white pixels your im-
age contains. Each bar between these two extremes counts how many pixels have a tonal 
value of a particular shade of gray. 
 
Most digital cameras allow you to view an image histogram when reviewing images, but you 
often have to enable this feature. Once enabled, when you review an image on your LCD, the 
camera will draw the histogram for that image on the corner of the display. 
 
So why would you want to do this? The main reason for using a histogram is to judge the expo-
sure of your image. How an image appears on an LCD display can vary greatly depending on 
the display brightness setting and how bright the light is around you.  For example, most LCD 
displays can look very dark if youôre in a bright environment (like outside in the snow). Because 
of this, using your LCD to determine if you got the exposure you wanted is risky.  An image 
could look great on a cameraôs LCD, but the bright regions of that image could be overex-
posed, and the dark regions could be underexposed, and youôd never know it.  Using the histo-
gram to judge your exposure eliminates these problems.  
 
The most important parts of an image histogram are the far left side (pure black) and the far 
right side (pure white).  
 
If your histogram looks like this: 
 
éthen youôve underexposed your image. 
See how the pixels ñpile upò on the very left 
side of the histogram? Thatôs because a 
large number of the pixels in your shot 
were underexposed, and were all recorded 
as black or nearly black. The fact that 
thereôs that big gap between the pixel 
graph and the right side of the chart proves 
that had you let in a bit more light, either 
with a longer exposure or a lower aperture 
setting.  Your camera would have handled 
it without overexposing anything in the im-
age. 
 
Now letôs look at the opposite situation: 
Now, the pixels have piled up on the right 
(white) end of the chart and we have a gap 
on the left. In this shot, weôve now overex-
posed, or ñblown-outò our highlights. If this 
were a landscape shot, the clouds would 
be pure white blotches on the sky, with no 
details. Often, when a digital camera 
shows a shot like this, it blinks the overex-
posed parts between black and white, to let 
you know that youôve overexposed your 
shot. Letting in less light could have saved 
those highlights without losing your 
shadow details. 
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Histogram graphics created by Scott Henderson 

ñI've never made any 

picture, good or bad, 

without paying for it in 

emotional turmoil.ò  

W. Eugene Smith  

http://www.photoquotes.com/showquotes.aspx?id=53&name=Smith,W.


Hereôs what a perfectly exposed histogram could look like: 
 
Notice that the pixels havenôt piled up on 
either end of the chart. Thereôs actually a 
very small gap there at each end, show-
ing that none of the pixels have become 
pure black or pure white. With a histo-
gram like this, you can say with confi-
dence that all the information that exists 
in the view in front of your camera, from 
the details in the bright areas to the de-
tails in the shadows, has been captured 
in your image. If you later decide to do 
some processing on this image on your 
computer, youôll have a lot of flexibility 
because all the information is there. Try 

the same thing with one of the over or underexposed shots, and youôll find that those big ar-
eas of white and black are missing their details, and thereôs nothing you can do to bring them 
back. 
 
The final situation you may see in a histogram is this one: 
 
This shot is both over and underexposed 
at the same time!  Here, many of the pix-
els were burned out to pure white (the pile 
on the right side) and many were under-
exposed to pure black (the pile on the left 
side). So what do you do now? 
 
The simplest solution is to change your 
exposure until your highlights are okay 
and sacrifice detail in the dark areas. Peo-
ple are used to the idea that some dark 
areas canôt be seen into, but weôre not 
used to bright areas we canôt see into 
unless weôre looking straight at the Sun. 
This approach will lose shadow detail, but 
can still produce very usable shots, especially if you do some curves adjustments afterwards 
to brighten up the dark areas. 
 
Another approach is to darken those highlights before they enter your camera by using a filter. 
For example, in landscapes you can use a neutral density gradient filter to darken the sky of a 
photograph but not the ground. This can compress the range of brightness in your photo so 
that it can all fit into the range of your histogram, allowing you to create a well exposed shot 
with no information loss.  
 
A third approach is to take multiple shots with different exposures, then combine them to cre-
ate a single image with all the information in it. This is called HDR, which stands for high dy-
namic range photography. It can produce stunningly realistic results, or very strange results, 
depending on how well you use your software to merge the images. 
 

Next time youôre shooting, turn on that histogram, and experiment! Overexpose some shots, 

underexpose some, and see what the histogram does. Get used to using your histogram, and 

youôll soon be hooked on this powerful tool! 
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ñ...and each time I 

pressed the shutter 

release it was a 

shouted condemnation 

hurled with the hope 

that the picture might 

survive through the 

years, with the hope 

that they might echo 

through the minds of 

men in the future - 

causing them caution 

and remembrance and 

realization. ñ 

 W. Eugene Smith 

How to use Histograms...continued 

http://www.photoquotes.com/showquotes.aspx?id=53&name=Smith,W.
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A Day at Aldon's 
by Colette Panaioti   

It was another early morning to start a day of shooting.  Some of us tried to get out early to check for 

mist.  Our fearless leader claimed to have found some and hence the excuse for being a few minutes 

late.   

Aldon's Salvage Yard is always a well attended outing.  Along with many who had visited the yard be-

fore, there were many new comers in attendance.    

As always, there was plenty to photograph.  At times this can be overwhelming as you don't know if 

you should head to familiar ground (or follow someone there) or explore new territory.  Even those 

who had the intention of shooting something new this time seemed to gravitate to a favourite spot in 

the yard.    

Items were lost then found again.  It's easy to 

get so involved in what you are doing that you 

forget about your surroundings (and where 

you've left your tripod or lens cap).  

Equipment was shared.  If you found someone 

with a piece of equipment you'd like to try, a 

friendly request and chat usually got you your 

chance.   A few wish lists may have been 

lengthened on this day. 

All in all, it was a lot of fun. Photo Courtesy Colette Panaioti  

75th PSA Conference 
By Carol Rusinek 

 
The Photographic Society of America held their 75th annual conference in West Yellowstone, Mon-
tana September 20 to 26. It was a great week of misty mornings, blue skies, sun and warm tempera-
tures.  With 600 registrants from the US, Canada and many other countries, this was the largest at-
tendance in the history of PSA . Upon registration each member received a fleece hoody, cap and 
canvas conference bag with the 75th anniversary logo. The program was set up so that most of the 
presentations were in the afternoon and after 8 pm thereby allowing attendees to photograph Yel-
lowstone National Park at sunrise and sunset. If you didnôt have your own vehicle, up to 5 photo 
tours were available each day to different areas of the park and also into Grand Teton National Park. 
More than 1000 winning prints from PSAôs many divisions were on display all week long, and a pro-
jector was constantly displaying the winning digital images. 
 
 Digital Imaging Classes on Photoshop Elements, Lightroom, Intermediate Photoshop, and ProShow 
Gold ran for 3 days. Following the afternoon sessions it was off to your room to edit the mornings 
shoot, or go to dinner, or rush out to shoot the sunset before the evening presentations began at 8 
pm. Throughout the week the evening feature presenters were George Lepp, John and Barbara 
Gerlach, and Art Wolfe from USA, and Barrie Wilkins and Jill Sneesby from South Africa. Julieanne 
Kost presented an information packed session on Adobe Photoshop and Lightroom on Saturday 
morning. Each eveningôs  feature presentation was followed by a reception with every snack or de-
sert imaginable and time to interact with photographers from around the world. 
 
My greatest disappointment of the conference was the lack of a Trade Show. There was no repre-
sentation by Nikon, Canon, Pentax, Olympus, Sony, Epson and so on ï well not completely true ï 
Canon did have a small table with two piles of catalogues. We support these companies so why do 
they not have representatives with their products at a large conference like this? They sure would 
have done enough business to make it worth their time. 
 
Next yearôs PSA conference runs October 3 ï 9, 2010 in Charleston, South Carolina.   
 

ñThe photographer 

must bear the re-

sponsibility for his 

work and its effect 

é[for] photographic 

journalism, because 

of its tremendous 

audience reached by 

publications using it, 

has more influence 

on public thinking 

than any other 

branch of photogra-

phy.ò  

 W. Eugene Smith, 

 The picture history 

of photography: 

From the earliest 

beginnings to the 

present day by Peter 

Pollack  

http://www.photoquotes.com/showquotes.aspx?id=53&name=Smith,W.
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Competition Results ðOctober 2009 :  Vegetable(s)  

 SMALL  

1st 
Lydia Goatcher Pathway to Pumpkin 

Heaven 

2nd David Aldana Green Pea 

3rd Rae Emogene Rusty Red 

3rd 
Miriam 
Stanisavljevic Perfect Pumpkin 

   

 MEDIUM  

1st 
Lydia Goatcher Nuthinô Like A Home 

Grown Tomater 

2nd Jackie Currie Mushrooms 

2nd Mary Wagner Hanging Together 

3rd Suzanne Goss Glowing Cucumbers 

   

 LARGE  

1st 
William Vanden 
Born Misted Anise 

2nd David Aldana Chopping Pepper 

3rd Laura Eccleston Singularity 

 MONOCHROME  

1st William Vanden Born Red Onions 

2nd Sheila Holzer  Trio 

3rd David Aldana Garlic Protection 

   

   

   

 DIGITAL  

1st Artur Cegielski Hot Hot Jalapeño 

2nd Artur Cegielski Artichoke 

3rd David Aldana All Terrain 

   

   

   

 SLIDE  

1st William Vanden Born Two Pods With Peas 

2nd Carol Rusinek Salad 

3rd Sieg Koslowski Cabbage Patch 

ñArtichokeò by Artur Cegielski 

ñGarlic Protectionò by David Aldana ñTrioò by Sheila Holzer 

ñRed Onionsò by William Vanden Born 

ñPassion is in all great 

searches and is nec-

essary to all creative 

endeavors.ò 

 W. Eugene Smith  

http://www.photoquotes.com/showquotes.aspx?id=53&name=Smith,W.
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ñHot Hot Jalapenoò  by Artur Cegielski 

ñAll Terrainò by David Aldana 

ñTwo Pods with Peasò by William Vanden Born  

ñRusty Redò by Rae Emogene 

ñGreen Peaò by  David Aldana 

ñNothin' Like a Home Grown Tomaterò by Lydia Goatcher 

ñChopping Pepperò by David Aldana 

ñGlowing Cucumbersò by Suzanne Goss 

ñIn music I still prefer 

the minor key, and in 

printing I like the light 

coming from the dark. 

I like pictures that 

surmount the dark-

ness, and many of 

my photographs are 

that way. It is the way 

I see photographi-

cally. For practical 

reasons, I think it 

looks better in print 

too.ò 

 W. Eugene Smith  


